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1. INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the 2008 season!

This Handbook contains important information that will help you make this a successful season.
Included are up-to-date contact lists and procedures that will ensure the smooth running of fixtures.

Please take particular note of the following items:

= ROSTERING REQUIREMENTS - All teams are required to have completed on-line
registration and to have rostered their players on the BSUK website by May 1 — a
minimum of 12 players must be registered.

= BBF BYELAWS - The BBF Byelaws for 2008 will be available as a Download on the BBF
website once these have been set by the BBF Board.

= RULE CHANGES - There are no rule changes for 2008. Rule changes made for the 2006
season are reprinted in Section 4.4 of this Handbook.

For all enquiries about league play, schedule changes and disciplinary matters for youth and adult
baseball, contact the relevant League Commissioner. Commissioners for the various adult and
youth leagues are listed in Section 9.1 of this Handbook. For other enquiries, or if you cannot
reach the relevant Commissioner, contact:

BBF President

Rob Rance

T: 07919-075375

E: rob.rance@britishbaseball.org

Please help us to maintain a good line of communication between your clubs and teams and the
BBF in order that everything runs smoothly in 2008.
We wish you luck with the season.

Best wishes,
The BBF Board



2. BASEBALL HISTORY IN THE UK

Baseball began in the United States in the 1830s, and the first traces of organised baseball in
Britain go back as far as 1890, when the National Baseball League of Great Britain and Ireland
was founded. This league included four teams, each of which shared close affiliation with a
professional football club. The teams were located at Derby County, Preston North End, Aston Villa
and Stoke City.

This creation of this league was mainly influenced by Francis Ley, an entrepreneur from Derby,
whose interest in baseball stemmed from his business trips to the United States. A.G. Spalding,
owner of an American sporting goods company, was also an integral contributor to the formation of
the British NBL. His involvement was driven largely by the potential for expanding his sporting
goods company into Great Britain and throughout the British Empire.

The inaugural season of the National Baseball League was relatively successful. Despite the
controversial withdrawal of the Derby team due to excessive use of American players, overall
attendance was equivalent to that of the average Minor League team in the United States.

Following this initial success, the league expanded as clubs joined from cities such as Darlington,
Middlesbrough, Stockton and Thornaby. It appeared to many that baseball in Great Britain would
enjoy a prosperous future. However, despite this optimism, public interest in organised baseball
tapered off in the early part of the 20™ century. Press coverage of league games was incomplete
and inaccurate, and frequently out of date.

However, interest in British baseball revived in the 1930s. This time, the game was supported by
another businessman, Sir John Moores. Using financing from his Littlewoods Pools company, he
founded the National Baseball Association in 1933. Two leagues were organised, one in
Lancashire and one in Yorkshire, and play got underway in 1936. These professional games
commonly reached attendance levels of 5,000 and sometimes attracted as many as 10,000 fans.
This attendance was due at least partly to high rates of unemployment during a time of depression,
as many men without jobs searched for entertaining ways to fill up their days. Baseball grew so
popular during this era that it was also introduced at an amateur level for teenage boys, both in
and out of school. Baseball in the UK reached its all-time pinnacle when Great Britain hosted the
first annual World Championship against the United States in 1938 — and Great Britain won!
However, this climactic event for baseball in Britain was followed by a sharp drop in popularity in
1939, with the start of World War .

But World War Il brought over a million American servicemen and women to Britain, and this
American presence again exposed and promoted baseball to citizens of the United Kingdom.
Numerous exhibition games featuring US servicemen were played at Wembley Stadium and at
The Baseball Ground in Derby, and these games again attracted massive crowds.

Following the end of World War I, championship competition throughout the UK resumed in 1948
— but baseball was gradually overshadowed during the second half of the 20™ century by other
sports and by the growth in a multitude of other leisure activities. The British Baseball Federation,
formed to organise amateur baseball in Great Britain, presided for many years over a gradual
decline in the sport’s popularity and participation.

But now, in the 21 century, baseball is beginning to revive in the UK. Major League Baseball
games are now frequently aired on UK television stations, furthering the exposure of the game.
The creation of BaseballSoftball UK (BSUK) in 2000 has led to a gradual growth in participation
and to a major growth in funding for both baseball and softball.

Beginning in April 2007, however, full administration of the game in the UK has moved back from
BSUK to a revitalised British Baseball Federation, while BSUK provides development and other
support.



Meanwhile, in September 2007, the Great Britain Baseball Team registered its best international
result in the modern era, finishing second in the European Championships and qualifying for World
Championships in 2009.

There is optimism on all sides that this latest revival of baseball in Great Britain will be a lasting
one.



3. PROCEDURES

3.1 REGISTRATION

Note: there is an absolute deadline of 1 May for registering your team (additional players
can be added at any time).

Rostering of players for baseball teams must be done via the British Baseball Federation website
at www.britishbaseball.org. If you need guidance on any part of this process, contact the BSUK
Office on info@baseballsoftballuk.com.

Team Regqistration

= Appoint a Team Webmaster who:

Has regular access to the internet.

Will enter your team information and contact details.

Will roster players to your team.

Will enter the results of your fixtures.

Will enter statistics for your games (this can be assigned to someone else, such as your
scorer, if necessary).

= The Team Webmaster needs to REGISTER for this function on the BBF website.

VVYVYVYYVY

Rostering Players

= Each of your players needs to REGISTER on the BBF website.

= Once registered, they should click on ‘Join a Team or Club’ and select the correct
organisation.

= The team webmaster can then go to ‘Manage Roster’ and add each player to the
roster with the correct start date (this can be back-dated by 7 days only).

= For players who do not have internet access, a Registration Form (available from the
BSUK Office or from the DOWNLOADS Section of the BBF Website), must be
completed. The Team Webmaster can then roster that player to the team.

A full Website User Guide is available in the Downloads section on the BBF website
(www.britishbaseball.org) under the category “Website”.

3.2 RESULTS

Reporting of results must be carried out by all teams to ensure that standings on the website are
kept up to date.

The deadline for reporting of scores is Monday at 9.00 pm following a game on Sunday.

Results should be reported via the BBF website by Team Webmasters. Both teams must enter
the result. Once a Team Webmaster has entered a score it will be automatically sent to the
opposing Team Webmaster to confirm (if they do not object within seven days the score will stand
as submitted).

In cases where the score cannot be agreed between the two teams, the matter will be referred
automatically to the relevant League Commissioner (see Section 9.1 in this Handbook).



NOTE: If results are required on Sundays so that scores and standings can be reported on Five’s
Sunday night MLB broadcasts, teams will be notified about the procedure to be followed.

3.3 TEAM STATISTICS

Teams can enter statistics on the BBF website, and we urge them to do so. The BBF will use this
mechanism for dealing with issues of eligibility and appeals.

= The system is set up so that your team’s Webmaster can input statistics. However,
teams can nominate a Team Statistician who will also be given the relevant access to
carry out this function.

= Team statistics cannot be entered UNTIL the score of a game has been submitted. All
players from the game must be rostered to the team in order for stats to be entered.

= Statistics for the National League will be made available to download as spreadsheets.
Joe Gray will maintain the spreadsheet for the National League South and Clive Maude will
maintain the spreadsheet for the National League North. Official scorers will be appointed
by Joe and Clive in the respective divisions. It is the responsibility of the Official Scorers to
send game statistics through to Joe in the South and Clive in the North, ideally as a
spreadsheet but alternatively on paper — and also to post photocopies of the scoresheets to
them.

3.4 GAME CHANGE AND FORFEIT PROCEDURE

Changes to scheduled fixtures MUST be reported to the relevant League Commissioner, who will
amend the website accordingly and inform all relevant parties of the change.

No game shall be cancelled, postponed or rearranged without the consent of the relevant
Commissioner except as covered in the British Baseball Rules. Any other reason may result in the
offending team being penalised.

= The cut-off for notification that a team cannot play a scheduled game is 12 noon on
Thursday, or 72 hours prior to the start time (whichever is earlier). Failure to adhere to
this timing could result in the team cancelling the game being liable to cover the
expenses of the other team and could result in a forfeit being awarded.

= Fixture changes are to be made between teams and both teams must be in
agreement. The relevant League Commissioner must be informed in advance of the
rescheduled game taking place. Where the teams concerned cannot agree on a
date to reschedule a game, the Commissioner can be approached to act as an
intermediary, but only as a last resort.

= |f a game is postponed, the following procedure should be used to determine when
the game shall be played (BBF Byelaw 2.15):

> First Option: if both teams have an available Sunday before the scheduled end of the
season.

> Second Option: if both teams have a league-designated rain date available before the
scheduled end of the season.

> Third Option: if neither of the above are possible, the game shall be scheduled as the first
game of a double-header on the next date that the teams are due to meet for a single
game.



> Fourth Option: agree a Saturday date on which to play the game.

=  When agreement is reached, both teams must notify the relevant League
Commissioner in order for the schedule to be altered. The Commissioner will then
adjust the information on the BBF website accordingly and ensure that all affected
teams are informed of the change.

» Games should not be postponed except for reasons covered in the British Baseball
Rules.

Forfeits Procedure

The BBF discourage forfeitures of scheduled League games — particularly in the National League.
Where there is a need for a team to re-arrange a fixture, the following procedure must be followed:

= As stated above, the cut-off for notification that a team cannot play a scheduled
game is 12 noon on Thursday or 72 hours prior to the start time (whichever is earlier).

» If the opposing team agrees to rearrange the game, they should do so following the
Game Change Procedure (above). We would encourage all teams to try to play
these games, but the decision lies with the opposing team.

= [f the opposing team does not wish to or is unable to re-arrange the game, they can
take the forfeit. This must be made clear to the other team and reported immediately to the
relevant League Commissioner, who will enter the forfeit on the BSUK website. Following BBF
bye-laws, once a team has more than one forfeit loss, a win will automatically be deducted
from its record in the standings and recorded as a loss.

According to the BBF Byelaw 2.14, a forfeit shall also occur when a team:

» Fails to appear on the field within 30 minutes of the scheduled start time without good
reason. The BBF Board may consider appeals.

» Refuses to continue a game for any reason other than a suspension or termination called
by the umpire.

= Violates any forfeiture laws included in the British Baseball Rules.

Rained-Off Games

Should a game be rained off, all efforts should be made by the home team to contact the opposing
team as early as possible on the morning of the game. Where possible, declaring a game
unplayable due to weather should be established by the home team manager in consultation with
an umpire (if available). Contact numbers for most team managers are available in the Contacts
section of this Handbook. Common sense must be used at all times — on the one hand, games
should not be postponed casually due to weather or impending weather, but proper consideration
should be given to travelling teams.

Where Rain Dates are built into the schedule, players must be made aware that they may be called
upon to play on these dates.

When rescheduling games that are rained off, the Game Change Procedure set out above should
be followed.



PLEASE NOTE: Failure to commit to the playing of scheduled games will be monitored and,
according to rules set out in this Handbook, a win will be deducted from a team’s record at the end
of the season and recorded instead as a forfeit loss for every two games forfeited.

3.5 INCIDENT REPORTING PROCEDURE

Incident reports are a mechanism at your disposal to ensure that games are played fairly. If you
feel you have a grievance that you would like to make official, the following procedure will allow
you to provide relevant factual information so that the BBF can ensure discipline within the
Federation.

= Each offence must be reported on an official Incident Report Form which is available
as a download from the BBF website in the section titled “BSUK”.

» The report must be made by either the registered Team Manager or Game Official
(Umpire or Scorer).

= Each report must be submitted to BBF President Rob Rance if any action is to take
place.

= Decisions will be made within seven days of receipt.

= Any appeals must be made within seven days of receiving a decision. An appeal must
include the full grounds for appeal.

= A final decision will be made on advice from the BBF Board and notification will be
made to all relevant parties via email.

36 MANAGERS’ GAME REPORTS

A copy of the Manager’s Report Form is shown on the next page. It is also available for download
from the BBF website under “Baseball”.

We encourage all Managers to complete the form after each game. Feedback will help the league
and umpires to understand and address the needs of teams.



BBF MANAGER’S GAME DAY REPORT

Reporting Team:

Date of Game:

Opposing Team:

Venue:

Plate Umpire:

Base Umpire(s):

Scorer:

Please answer the following questions as objectively and constructively as possible. DO
NOT use this form to make abusive comments regarding the calibre or integrity of the
umpire(s). PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY

1) Did the game start on time? YES NO
(If not, why?)

2. Did the umpire(s) keep the game moving? YES NO
(Explain why if there were unnecessary delays during the game or between innings)

3) Was the plate umpire’s strike zone within acceptable standards? YES NO
(Was it: too small, too high, very high, very low, average, good, very good)

4) Was (were) the umpire(s) generally in the right position to make calls? YES NO
5) Were calls made consistently and with certainty? YES NO
6) Did the umpires conduct themselves in a professional manner? YES NO

7) Any other comments? (Please use the reverse side of this form for any additional
comments/suggestions)

Manager or Coach (please print and sign your name):

Please post this form to the BBF President:
Rob Rance, c/o BaseballSoftball UK, Ariel House, 74a Charlotte Street, London W1T 4QJ
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4. RULES

4.1 START TIMES

Unless otherwise notified, the start times for games will be as follows:

Single Game: 14:00

Doubleheader 12:00

However, because of teams sharing grounds, a number of game start times will need to be
adjusted. In most cases alternative start times will already be part of the schedule, and are
therefore set. Where this is not the case, an attempt should be made to agree start times between

the teams involved. This may also involve time-limiting games.

If the teams cannot agree, the matter should be referred to the relevant League Commissioner for
a decision as a last resort.

4.2 PRE-GAME RULES

The following timings for pre-game practice are based on the standard start times above and will
need to be adjusted accordingly if game start times are different.

Pre-game Practice Schedule for Single Games:

Practice Start Time: 12:00

Home Team Batting Practice Time: 12:00 — 12:45
Visitors Batting Practice Time: 12:45-13:30
Home Team Pre-Game: 13:30 — 13:40
Visitors’ Pre-Game: 13:40 - 13:50
Pre-game Practice Schedule for Doubleheaders:

Practice Start Time: 10:00

Home Team Batting Practice Time: 10:00 — 10:45
Visitors Batting Practice Time: 10:45-11:30
Home Team Pre-Game: 11:30 - 11:40
Visitors’ Pre-Game: 11:40 - 11:50

4.3 RULES OF NOTE

Slaughter Rule
(See BBF Byelaws 2.17 and 3.4)

Single Game: 10 runs ahead in the 7th or subsequent inning
Doubleheader: 10 runs ahead in the 5th or subsequent inning
Pitching Restrictions

(See BBF Byelaws 3.5 and 3.6)

The following restrictions on pitching shall apply:

= A pitcher may pitch any number of innings in one particular game (Single Game).
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= A pitcher who completes 4 or more innings in the first game shall not pitch more than 2
complete innings in the other game (Doubleheader).

= No pitcher shall accumulate more than 9 full innings over 2 games, however distributed
(Doubleheader).

= |t shall be the responsibility of the opposing manager to bring violations of these pitching rules
to the attention of the home plate umpire. A pitcher shall be considered to have violated these
rules if he throws one pitch in an inning above the prescribed limits (Doubleheader).

= The minimum penalty for violating these rules is automatic ejection from the game for the
pitcher and his manager (Doubleheader).

4.4 RULE CHANGES

The following rules went into effect for the 2006 season and remain in effect in 2008:

L-SCREEN REQUIREMENT

Each home team should provide an L-Screen that affords reasonable protection and must be used
to protect pitchers during batting practice. Where the home team is not playing at its regular
ground, it remains the responsibility of the team acting as the home team to ensure an L-Screen is
available.

Penalty: The visiting team may claim the game if the game is not played because the visiting
team is not prepared to proceed without the L-Screen in place.

Alternative: The game can be played as normal and the result will stand but ONLY with no
batting practice with live or practice baseballs.

To ease the burden of providing L-Screens, teams may wish to consider applying for an Awards for
All grant (BSUK can provide support for this) or may wish to seek local sponsorship for this
necessary item of safety equipment. Additionally, the BBF can attempt to secure a discount with a
supplier.

WOODEN BATS

At the 2005 Southern League Meetings, representatives voted unanimously to recommend to the
BBF that all teams should move to wooden bats from the 2006 season and, in case the BBF
considered this too soon, to also recommend that the Southern Premiership should move to wood
bats from 2006 and all lower Southern Divisions from 2007. The BBF Board voted to accept this
last recommendation as a rule change.

Thus, from 2006, the Premier Division South played with wood bats and from 2007, all Southern

Leagues used wood bats. It was agreed that there would be no exception for youth players
competing in adult leagues.

12



4.5

PLAYER MOVEMENT RULES

The rules on Player Movement in the table below were introduced by the BBF Board in 2007 in an
attempt to stimulate growth in British baseball and to remove some of the complexities around the
existing player movement rules. These rules remain in effect for the 2008 season.

These rules should not be enough to swing a game, but should provide the following advantages:

Simplifying the player movement regulations.

Allowing clubs to have some movement of players within their teams.
Stopping abuse of the current rules, particularly in the early part of the season.
Allowing development of new talent, particularly pitchers.

Allowing clubs to deal with unforeseen injuries.

Stimulating the growth of clubs with more than one team (teams that are not sure
if they have enough players to develop a second team are more likely to set up a
second team if they know they can call down a few of their first team players when
short).

The table on the next page gives the full details but the main points can be summarised as follows:

Up to three players may“play down”one Division.
Pitchers from a higher Division may not pitch in a lower Division.

Failure to notify the opposing scorer and manager and the umpire of players
“playing down” may result in the game being forfeited.

13



1 A minimum of 12 players must be rostered to each team on the BBF website prior to beginning of the
" | season.

2. | All players may only be primarily rostered to one team.*

3. | Players may not be moved from one roster to another during the course of a season (except where
stipulated in point 6, below.)

4. | Any player who has pitched in a higher Division game may not pitch in any lower Division game. (Players
who are 21 or under are exempt from this rule.)

5. | Three players who are rostered to a higher Division team may be on the field during a lower Division game.

Movement is only allowed down a maximum of one Division. For example, National League players may not
play for a Division 1 team. (This does not apply if the Club only has teams more than one Division apart, i.e.
a Southern Club which only has teams in the National League and Division 1.)

6. | Any player who plays in six games for a higher Division team than the one he is rostered to must be
rostered to the higher Division team immediately.

7. | No movement down is allowed during post-season play.

8. | To be eligible for post-season play, players must have participated in at least 20% of regular season games
for that team.

9. | Teams may apply for waivers in special circumstances to the BBF President.

* Players may appear on multiple club rosters for the purpose of maintaining stats, but a mechanism will be provided for
designating a player’s primary team.

Penalty for Infringement of Rules Above

Each game will be forfeited until 12 players are rostered.

One game forfeit for each game played with players rostered to more than one team.

Game forfeited.

1
2
3. One game forfeit for each game played when players have illegally moved from one team to another.
4
5

Game forfeited if more than three players from one Division higher used. Game forfeited if any players
from more than one Division higher used.

6. Each game forfeited if player participates in further lower division game(s) without being re-
rostered to the higher team.

7. Game forfeited.
8. Game forfeited.
9. N/A




4.6 RESOLVING TIES IN LEAGUE/DIVISIONAL STANDINGS

The BBF set out the following criteria in 2007 for resolving final positions in league or divisional
standings in situations where two or more teams finish in a tie -- either by virtue of identical won-lost
records or where teams have played an unequal number of games but the “Games Behind” difference
between them = zero. In either case, the tie would be broken by using the following criteria in the
order given:

1. The team that has forfeited the fewest number of games during the season is placed first, the
team that has forfeited the next fewest number of games is placed second and so on.

2. If still level, then the head-to-head results between the tied teams should be used to establish
placings.

3. [f still level, then the team that has conceded the fewest runs in games between or among the tied
teams is placed first, the team that has conceded the next fewest number of runs in those games
is placed second, and so on.

4. If still level, then the number of runs per game conceded by the tied teams across the whole of
the league season should be used to determine placings.
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5. OFFICIALS

5.1 UMPIRES

The official umpire association recognised by the British Baseball Federation is the Amateur Baseball
Umpires Association — Great Britain (ABUA-GB). Appointments of umpires at games played under
the auspices of the BBF are made by the ABUA-GB.

Umpires have been assigned to National League teams since the league was formed. Last year, for
the fourth time, umpires were also assigned to some lower division games and this will continue in
2008.

For information on umpire assignments, contact details and other related matters, go to the ABUA-GB
website on: www.abuagb.com.

Umpiring is one of the most thankless jobs in British baseball. We appreciate all of the efforts made to
encourage and educate ABUA-GB umpires to the highest level, and applaud the recruitment of new
umpires to baseball by the ABUA-GB committee and training instructors.

The more qualified umpires we have to offer every division, the better games will be. It is up to clubs
and teams to show initiative and send players or other people connected with the club to the umpire
clinics held each year. And remember: it is a requirement that all BBF registered teams send a
representative to be trained as an umpire each year. This is clearly set out in the BBF byelaws and
is each team’s responsibility to fulfil. If you are interested in having someone from your team attend a
clinic, contact the ABUA-GB directly.

2008 Umpire Fees are as follows:

National League

e 9-inning game — 2 umpires: Plate £20, Base £17
e 7-inning game — 2 umpires: Plate £17, Base £15
e 9-inning game — 1 umpire: £30

e 7-inning game — 1 umpire: £25

Premier League

e 9-inning game — 2 umpires: Plate £17, Base £15
e 7-inning game — 2 umpires: Plate £15, Base £10
e 9-inning game — 1 umpire: £25

e 7-inning game — 1 umpire: £20

All Other Leagues/Divisions

e 9-inning game — 2 umpires: Plate £15, Base £10
e 7-inning game — 2 umpires: Plate £10, Base £7
e 9-inning game — 1 umpire: £20

e 7-inning game — 1 umpire: £17

In addition, mileage is charged at 25p per mile for the round trip.



5.2 SCORERS

To enable your scorer to be covered by the insurance provided through Perkins Slade, please add him
or her to your roster on the BBF website. Your scorer will need to contact the Great Britain Scorers
Association (see below) to become a registered scorer.

The role of the scorer has now expanded to include entering statistics on the BBF website (although
this can be done by someone else from the team). For the National League South and North, statistics
will be collated by Joe Gray, the Southern Scorers Commissioner and Clive Maude, the Northern
Scorers Commissioner respectively. In these divisions, it is the responsibility of the Official Scorer for
each game to send game statistics through to Joe in the South and Clive in the North, ideally as a
spreadsheet but alternatively on paper, and also to post photocopies of the scoresheets to Joe and
Clive.

The home team should pay the Official Scorer £10 per day plus up to £15 for travel expenses incurred
(either through driving at 25p per mile or through using public transport).

Details of scorer assignments are available as a Download from the BBF website and are printed in
Section 11 of this Handbook.

For information on scoring courses and/or to affiliate as a registered Scorer, please contact:

Joe Gray

Scorers Commissioner

Great Britain Baseball Scorers Association
www.gbbsa.org.uk

Contact through: www.britishbaseball.org/baseballcontacts.php
T: 07854-940473

5.3 SINGLES’ TOURNAMENT COSTS

When singles tournaments occur in the schedules - i.e. league games scheduled for multiple teams on
the same day or weekend at the same venue — this is how the costs should be split by the teams
involved:

e The Home Team is responsible for the cost of the field.

e The Visiting Teams are responsible for their own travel costs.

All teams will be responsible for dividing up equally the cost of umpires officiating over the course
of the weekend.

e The Home Team will be responsible for writing a cheque to each umpire and recouping the costs
from the Visiting Teams.

e Each Visiting Team is responsible for paying its share of the umpire costs to the Home Team.
Both teams playing a game will be responsible for providing half the required amount of official
game balls to the umpire and both teams are equally responsible for ensuring that enough game
balls are available to complete the game.

e The Official Scorer shall be paid by his or her own team.

17



6. DISCIPLINARY & WELFARE

6.1 CODE OF CONDUCT
Coaches

1. Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every human being regardless of age, gender, ethnic
origin, religion or ability.
e Refrain from any discriminatory practices on the basis of age, gender, religion, ethnic origin or ability of
athletes.

2. Endeavour to ensure that the athlete's time spent with you is a positive experience.
e Respect the talent, developmental stage and goals of each individual athlete.

3. Treat each athlete as an individual and help them reach their full potential.
e Provide training programmes that are planned and sequential and suitable for the age,
experience and ability of the athletes.
4. Be fair, considerate and honest with athletes.
e Be reasonable in your demands on your athletes’ time and ensure there is an appropriate balance
between sporting involvement, education and career objectives.
e Implement clear rules for athletes in training and general conduct.
5. Be professional in your appearance and manner and accept responsibility for your actions.

e Display high standards in language, manner, punctuality, preparation and presentation.

e Display control, respect, dignity and professionalism to all involved with baseball and/or softball
(including opponents, coaches, officials, umpires, scorers, administrators, the media, parents, and
spectators) and encourage your athletes to demonstrate the same qualities.

6. Make a commitment to providing a quality service to your athletes, local association and the BBF or BSF
by continually improving your coaching knowledge and skill.
e Maintain and improve your coaching accreditation.
e Seek continual self-improvement through performance appraisal and ongoing education.

7. Operate within the rules and spirit of the sport.
e Abide by and respect the regulations governing baseball and/or softball and sport generally and the
organisations and individuals administering those regulations.
e Reject the use of performance-enhancing drugs in sport and abide by the regulations of the relevant
National and International sporting organisations and government regulatory bodies.

8. Ensure physical contact with athletes is appropriate to the situation and necessary for the athlete’s
skill development.*
e Inappropriate physical contact is a form of sexual harassment.

9. Refrain from any form of personal abuse towards your athletes.”
e This includes verbal, physical and emotional abuse.

10. Refrain from any form of sexual harassment towards your athletes.*
e This includes explicit, implicit, verbal and non-verbal sexual harassment.
e Refrain from initiating a sexual relationship with an athlete/assistant/administrator and also discourage,
in a sensitive manner, an attempt by an athlete/assistant/administrator to initiate a sexual relationship
with you.

11. Provide a safe environment for training and competition.
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e Ensure that equipment and facilities meet safety standards and are appropriate for the age and ability
of the athletes.

12. Show consideration and caution towards sick and injured athletes.
e Provide a modified training program where appropriate.
e Allow further participation in training and competitions only when appropriate.
e When necessary, follow the advice of a reputable doctor or physiotherapist when determining when a
sick or injured athlete is ready to recommence training or competition.

13. Be a positive role model for your sport and your athletes.

* Please refer to the BaseballSoftballUK Welfare Policy for more information regarding harassment issues.
This is available as a download from the BBF website.

Umpires

1. Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every human being regardless of age, gender, ethnic origin,
religion or ability.
e Refrain from any discriminatory practices on the basis of age, gender, ethnic origin, religion or ability.

2. Be professional in your appearance and manner and accept responsibility for all actions taken.

e Display high standards in language, manner, punctuality, preparation and presentation.

e Display control, respect, dignity and professionalism to all involved with baseball and/or softball
(including athletes, coaches, officials, scorers, administrators, the media, parents and spectators), and
encourage other umpires to demonstrate the same qualities.

e Be courteous, respectful and open to appropriate discussion and interaction.

3. Make a commitment to providing quality service to umpiring by seeking continual improvement of
your umpiring knowledge and skill through study, performance appraisal and regular updating
of competencies.
e Maintain and improve your umpire accreditation.
4. Operate within the rules and spirit of baseball and/or softball.
e Abide by and respect the regulations governing baseball and/or softball and sport generally, and the
organisations and individuals administering those regulations.

5. Refrain from any form of personal abuse towards athletes.
e This includes verbal, physical and emotional abuse.

6. Refrain from any form of sexual harassment.
e This includes explicit, implicit, verbal and non-verbal sexual harassment.

7. Place the safety and welfare of the participants above all else.
e Ensure that equipment and facilities meet rule requirements and safety standards.

8. Be impartial.
9. Value the individual in sport.
10. Avoid any situation that may lead to a conflict of interest.

11. Show concern and caution towards sick and injured athletes.
12. Encourage inclusivity and access to all areas of umpiring.
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13. Be a positive role model for your sport and for umpiring.

Players

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Be a positive role model for baseball and/or softball at all times, and accept responsibility
for your actions.

Participate according to competition conditions and rules, and in the spirit of fair play.

Respect opposition players and officials and treat them with proper regard for their rights,
obligations and position held in baseball and/or softball or the community.

Refrain from offensive or abusive language and gestures.
Accept victory and defeat with dignity.

Comply with umpires’ decisions in a professional manner.
Maintain high standards of personal hygiene and appearance.

Co-operate with all official requests to promote and market baseball and/or softball in a
professional manner.

Behave with dignity and respect when in public.

Refrain from making sexist or racist jokes, jokes about a particular sexual orientation or jokes
about the ability of an athlete, coach or other participant.

Refrain from making derogatory or demeaning remarks about any athletes, coaches or
participants.

Refrain from using profane, insulting, harassing or otherwise offensive language.
Refrain from making sexual innuendoes towards any athletes, coaches or participants.
Do not tolerate acts of aggression.

Players should avoid intimate relationships with their coach.

Perform any duties and responsibilities where you are a representative of the British
Baseball or Softball Federations or BaseballSoftball UK in a mature, fair and professional

manner.

Refrain from engaging in any behaviour listed under the definitions of harassment in
BaseballSoftballUK's Welfare Policy.
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6.2 DISCIPLINARY TABLE

Any disciplinary action taken by the Federation against an affiliated team shall mean against all registered
participants at the time of the disciplinary hearing or decision. Any penalties made against the affiliated team
shall be taken to be against its registered participants as named (Byelaw 7.1).

All fines will be charged to the team or club, who will then be responsible for obtaining money from any
individual.

Offence

Description

Penalty

Regular Season Forfeits

More than 1 forfeited date

A win will be deducted from final
standings at the end of the season and
recorded as a forfeit LOSS. Additional
penalties may be assessed for repeated
forfeits.

Results not submitted

More than 2 game results not
reported

A win will be deducted at the end of
season and recorded as a results
LOSS.

Not using an official ball

Over a period of three games

The club will be invoiced for a box of
official game balls and will receive these
upon receipt of payment. In addition a
win will be deducted from final standings
at the end of the season.

Ejection from a game for following reasons:
- Excessive arguing

- Throwing at a batter

- Dangerous play

- Verbal abuse

- Inciting the crowd/other players

In any one game

The player or manager will be banned
for 1 League game + £30 fine. If the fine
is not paid prior to the next game or as
specified by the relevant League
Commissioner, the ban will be extended
to 5 League games.

Ejection from a game for fighting

In any one game

The player or manager will be banned
for 3 league games + £50 fine. If the fine
is not paid before 3 games have
elapsed, the ban will be extended for an
additional 3 games.

Ejected from game for any other offence as
described in the rules of Baseball or BBF
Bylaws

In any one game

The player or manager will be banned
for 1 League game + £30 fine. If the fine
is not paid prior to the next game or as
specified by the relevant League
Commissioner, the ban will be extended
to 5 League games.

Ejection for a technical infringement of the
rules (usually the manager), such as failing
to adhere to pitching restrictions

In any one game

Removal from the game, plus further
game bans at the discretion of the
relevant League Commissioner. Any
ban will also exclude a manager from
playing or taking part in the game.

Physical contact with an umpire (e.g.
poking or bumping)

In any one game

The player or manager will be banned
for 3 league games + £50 fine — if the
fine is not paid prior to the next game or
as specified by the BBF Leagues
Commissioner, the ban will be extended
to 10 League games.

Physical abuse of another player

In any one game

As “physical abuse” covers a broad
spectrum of actions, behaviour that falls
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Note:

into this category will be looked at
closely and may be deemed to warrant
greater sanction.

The player or manager will be banned
for 2 calendar months, plus a ban from
all post-season games and must pay a
£100 fine.

Physical abuse of an umpire (e.g. shoving

or hitting) In any one game

Throwing equipment in protest at an
umpire’s call

Standard ejection penalty, plus an

In any one game additional £30 fine for each item thrown.

Players or managers will be required to
respond to any official reports within 14
days of notification via email or letter.
The matter will be dealt with by the
relevant League Commissioner
according to its nature.

Officially reported by a BBF official for any
matter (individual not ejected from a game) In any one game

Officially reported by an opposing team
official for any matter (individual not ejected | In any one game As above
from game)

The penalties listed above will apply only where an ABUA-GB umpire or umpires have been assigned
to the game in question.

Where a report is submitted to the relevant League Commissioner by a non-ABUA-GB umpire, the
Commissioner will make a decision on the penalties to be applied after seeking information from both
teams.

The BBF Board reserves the right to apply additional penalties where multiple infractions have
occurred or where the seriousness of the offence warrants further sanctions.
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7. INSURANCE

Baseball Clubs have two types of insurance cover:

1. Personal Accident and Injury Cover for players and officials that covers major injuries such as
loss of limbs, damage to eyesight etc.

Personal Accident and Injury cover applies to all players on your team’s official roster as it
appears on the BBF website.

2. Civil and Public Liability Cover (if clubs take this out), which protects the whole club against liability
for damage or injuries caused to third parties — i.e. those who not a part of your club, such as
spectators.

For copies of these policies, which are renewed each year by the BBF and BSUK, please contact Tim Stride
through www.baseballsoftballuk.com/bsukcontacts.php or on 020-7453-7055, Option 2.

Whenever an accident or injury occurs, an Accident Report Form MUST be completed and submitted to the
BSUK Office. Copies of this form are available as a Download from the BBF website.
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8. CALENDAR

Listed below are the key events in the 2008 British Baseball Calendar:

DATE EVENT LOCATION
12-13 April British Baseball Academies Tournament Manchester
20 April BBF Senior Baseball Season Begins Various
26 April BBF Junior Baseball Season Begins Various
1 May BBF Fees Deadline
5 July Play Ball! World Series Midlands
12-13 July London Baseball Tournament Croydon
28 July-2 Aug European Baseball Junior Qualifiers Sweden
23-24 August BBF Baseball Leagues: Final Games Various
25-26 August Baseball League Playoffs Various
6-7 September Final 4 Baseball National Championships TBC
13-14 September Youth Final 4 TBC

Check the BBF website for information on dates and venues still to be confirmed.
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9. CONTACT INFORMATION

9.1 BRITISH BASEBALL FEDERATION

British Baseball Federation
c/o BaseballSoftball UK

Ariel House

74a Charlotte Street

London W1T 4QJ

T: 020 7453 7055 (Option 2)
E: info@baseballsoftballuk.com
Website: www.britishbaseball.org

BBF BOARD

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Development Official

National Teams Programme Official
Umpire Commissioner

Coaches’ Commissioner

Northern Senior League Commissioner
Northern Youth League Commissioner
Southern Senior League Commissioner

Southern Youth League Commissioner

NB: BBF Board members can be contacted through: www.britishbaseball.org/baseballcontacts.php.

Rob Rance

John Walmsley
Daniel Lally
James Pearce
Liam Carroll
Darrin Muller
Vacant

Matthew Norburn
Jonathon Pearson
Cody Cain

Keith Sherman
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9.2 OFFICIALS

Amateur Baseball Association - Great Britain (ABUA-GB)

Umpire Commissioner
Regional Umpire Supervisor (North)
Regional Umpire Supervisor (South)

Website:

Great Britain Baseball Scorers’ Association

Southern Scorers’ Commissioner

Northern Scorers’ Commissioner

Website:

NB: The above contacts can be reached through: www.britishbaseball.org/baseballcontacts.php.

Darrin Muller
Thomas Haywood
Petter Nordwall

www.abuagb.com

Joe Gray
M: 07854-940473

Clive Maude
H: 01704-579958
M: 07763-148721

www.gbbsa.org.uk
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9.3 PRIMARY TEAM CONTACTS

NATIONAL LEAGUE NORTH

Team Main Contact Phone Mobile E-Mail

Menwith Hill Patriots

Liverpool Trojans

Manchester Eagles Herve Boutin 07806-465446 boutin.herve@tiscali.co.uk
NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH

Team Main Contact Phone Mobile E-Mail

Bracknell Blazers
Croydon Pirates
London Mets
Richmond Flames

Rob Rance
David Ward
Tony Fitzpatrick
Grant Delzoppo

BRITISH A (GROUP A)

Team

Main Contact

020-8774-1416

Phone

07919-075375
07711-408776
07774-955213
07789-787309

Mobile

robrance@hotmail.com

david.ward@hpcds.com

tony@mrboing.co.uk

grant.delzoppo@rbs.co.uk

E-Mail

Bracknell Blazers I
Croydon Pirates llI
Guildford Mavericks
Richmond Riverdogs

Southampton Mustangs 2

Mark Salter
Jeff Jeffery
Michael Burdett

Kevin Wenbin Tu

BRITISH A (GROUP B)

Team

Main Contact

01372-864080

Phone

07802-500856
07808-029222
07798-927072

07917-673035

Mobile

markjsalter@hotmail.com
jj1965@ntlworld.com

michael.burdett1 @ntlworld.com

nigel@karenandnigel.com

tuwenbin111@hotmail.com

E-Mail

Braintree Rays

Essex Arrows 2

Herts Raptors

Old Timers

Thames Valley Bisons

BRITISH AA NORTH

Team

Justin Davies
Phil Chesterton
Aspi Dimitrov
Jean Crook
Paul Merrifield

Main Contact

01795-425898
0118-9884057

Phone

07971-278899

07770-630230

i0353davis@yahoo.co.uk

philchesterton@hotmail.com

aspi@hertsbaseball.com

jeanotbc@blueyonder.co.uk

07515-513660(text) spenwood32@aol.com

Mobile

E-Mail

Bolton Robots of Doom
Manchester A’s
Oldham North Stars

Lee Heaton
Chris Jackson
John Brooks

01257-425928

0161-912-8123

07736-681677
07815-721511
07988-700524

lee@boltonbaseball.co.uk

cmjackson28@yahoo.co.uk

northstars@tiscali.co.uk
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BRITISH AA SOUTH

Team

Main Contact

Phone

Mobile

E-Mail

Bournemouth Sharks
Brentwood Stags
Croydon Pilots

Herts Hawks
Medway Mariners
Richmond Dragons
Sidewinders

Dominic Watkins
Sean Briscomb
Linval Antonio
Aspi Dimitrov
Simon Canter
Dan Lally

Toshio Watanabe

BRITISH AAA NORTH

Team

Main Contact

01245-495306

07703-340671
020-8974-632
07989-554182

Phone

07941-519467
07877-580474
07780-690122
07770-630230
07857-643200
07943-869601
07734-733934

Mobile

domwatkins@ntlworld.com

brentwood-baseball@yahoo.co.uk

linval69@hotmail.com

aspi@hertsbaseball.com

cntrsmn@aol.com

dan@Ilondonbaseball.co.uk

toshiowdi@hotmail.com

E-Mail

Halton Jaguars
Humber Pilots
Sheffield Bladerunners

BRITISH AAA SOUTH (GROUP A)

Team

John Mills

Jay Stearns

Main Contact

0114-237-4195

Phone

07810-641494

07973-319642

Mobile

jmillsat1b@ntlworld.com

jay@sheffieldblsderunners.co.uk

E-Mail

Bristol Badgers
Burgess Hill

Oxford Kings
Richmond Knights
Southampton Mustangs

BRITISH AAA SOUTH (GROUP B)

Ron Blakeney
Alan Davison
Santo Bains
Brad Harris
Ben Davis

0117-985-0623
0144-446-1540

07505-122235
07711-684473
07976-433273
07747-607669
07966-117145

ronblakeney2002@hotmail.com

davison_alan@btinternet.com

santo.bains@uk.bp.com

brad@Ilondonbaseball.co.uk

bevo_cruces@hotmail.com

Team Main Contact Phone Mobile E-Mail

BaseballMK Hurricanes Keith Sherman keith.Sherman@baseballmk.co.uk
Essex Arrows Phil Chesterton philchesterton@hotmail.com
Herts Falcons Aspi Dimitrov 07770-630230 aspi@hertsbaseball.com

London Metros Alex Phipps 07960-420289 philipalexander@yahoo.com
Windsor Bears Jeremy Neads 07952-480658 bears_headcoach@yahoo.com
MIDLANDS DIVISION

Team Main Contact Phone Mobile E-Mail

Birmingham Maple Leafs 2
Leicester Blue Sox
Northampton Baseball Club

David Hughes
Mark Meredith
Ernie Ayala

0121-353-2884

01908-673902

07974-245914
07900-430851
07841-448286

enquiries@mapleleafs.co.uk

meredith31@btinternet.com

ernestayalail3@talktalk.net
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SCOTTISH NATIONAL LEAGUE

Team Main Contact Phone

Mobile

E-Mail

Edinburgh Devils
Edinburgh Eagles
Glasgow Baseball Ass'n
Strathclyde Falcons

INDEPENDENT BASEBALL TEAMS

Team Main Contact Phone

Mobile

E-Mail

Manchester Torrent

NOTE:

Some team contact details are missing due to these teams not sending in a BBF Registration Form or

providing contact details when asked.
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9.4 BASEBALLSOFTBALLUK

BaseballSoftball UK Office
Ariel House

74a Charlotte Street
London

WA1T 4QJ

T: 020-7453-7055 (Option 2)
E: info@baseballsoftballuk.com
Website: www.baseballsoftballuk.com

BSUK OPERATIONS

Head of Operations
Operations Manager
Communications Consultant
Administration Assistant

BSUK DEVELOPMENT

Head of Development
National Programmes Manager

National Development Manager (Baseball)
National Development Manager (Softball)

National Club Development Officer

Performance Director (Baseball)

Regional Development Officer (North West)
Regional Development Officer (London/South East)

Coach-in-Residence (North West)
Coach-in-Residence (London)

Coach-in-Residence (West Midlands)

Coach-in-Residence (South East)

All BSUK staff members can be contacted through: www.baseballsoftballuk.com/bsukcontacts.php.

Jenny Fromer
Tim Stride

Bob Fromer
Pawel Rogalinski

John Boyd
Donald Morris-Vincent

John Mills
Hayley Scott
Paul Wilkinson

Stephan Rapaglia

Luis Arrevillagas
Emma Ley

Bradley Serton
Liam Carroll
Will Lintern
Stanley Doney

For coaching questions or information, contact Donald Morris-Vincent.

For club development and accreditation questions or information, contact Paul Wilkinson.
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9.5 BSUK WELFARE OFFICERS

Contact Point

Donald Morris-Vincent Tel: 020-7453-7005
Fax: 020-7453-7007

Welfare Officer

Jenny Fromer Tel: 020-7453-7056

NB: The Welfare Officer can also be contacted through: www.baseballsoftballuk.com/bsukcontacts.php.
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11. 2008 SCORERS’APPOINTMENTS
Date Time Visitor Home Field Scorers
20 Apr [12:00 |[Richmond Bracknell Blazers |Westmorland Glynis Trask
Flames Park
14:30 |Richmond Bracknell Blazers
Flames
12:00 |London Mets [Croydon Pirates [Roundshaw Park |Joe Gray, Tim Stride
14:30 |London Mets |Croydon Pirates
27 Apr  [12:00 |Croydon Richmond Connare Field Joe Gray, Charles Earle
Pirates Flames
14:30 |Croydon Richmond Flames
Pirates
12:00 |London Mets [Bracknell Blazers |Westmorland Glynis Trask
Park
14:30 |London Mets [Bracknell Blazers
04 May [12:00 |Bracknell Croydon Pirates |Roundshaw Park |Joe Gray
Blazers
14:30 |Bracknell Croydon Pirates
Blazers
12:00 |Richmond London Mets Finsbury Park Tim Stride
Flames
14:30 |Richmond London Mets
Flames
11 May GB National Team plays in 4 Nations T’ment
18 May |12:00 |Bracknell Richmond Connare Field Brian Holland, Charles Earle
Blazers Flames
14:30 |Bracknell Richmond Flames
Blazers
12:00 |Croydon London Mets Finsbury Park Joe Gray, Tim Stride
Pirates
14:30 |Croydon London Mets
Pirates
25 May Rain Day
1Jun 12:00 |Richmond Croydon Pirates |Roundshaw Park |Joe Gray
Flames
14:30 |Richmond Croydon Pirates
Flames
12:00 |Bracknell London Mets Finsbury Park Tim Stride
Blazers
14:30 |Bracknell London Mets
Blazers
08 Jun [12:00 |Croydon/Brack|GB Juniors Westmorland Glynis Trask
nell Park
14:30 |Croydon/Brack|GB Juniors
nell
12:00 |London Mets [Richmond Connare Field Tim Stride
Flames
14:30 |London Mets [Richmond Flames
15 Jun 12:00 |Richmond Bracknell Blazers |[Westmorland Glynis Trask
Flames Park
14:30 |Richmond Bracknell Blazers
Flames
12:00 |Croydon London Mets Finsbury Park Joe Gray, Tim Stride
Pirates
14:30 |Croydon London Mets
Pirates
22 Jun [12:00 |Croydon Richmond Connare Field Joe Gray, Charles Earle
Pirates Flames
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14:30 |Croydon Richmond Flames
Pirates
12:00 |London Mets [Bracknell Blazers |Westmorland Glynis Trask
Park
14:30 |London Mets [Bracknell Blazers
29 Jun [12:00 |Bracknell Croydon Pirates |Roundshaw Park |Joe Gray
Blazers
14:30 |Bracknell Croydon Pirates
Blazers
06 Jul 12:00 |Richmond/Lon |GB Juniors Connare Field Brian Holland, Charles Earle
don
14:30 |Richmond/Lon |GB Juniors
don
12 Jul London Tournament Roundshaw Park
13 Jul London Tournament
20 Jul 12:00 |GB Juniors NL All Stars Roundshaw Park |Michael Orpen-Palmer
14:30 |GB Juniors NL All Stars
27 Jul 12:00 |Croydon Bracknell Blazers |[Westmorland Joe Gray, Glynis Trask
Pirates Park
14:30 |Croydon Bracknell Blazers
Pirates
12:00 |Richmond London Mets Finsbury Park Tim Stride
Flames
14:30 |Richmond London Mets
Flames
03 Aug [12:00 |Richmond Croydon Pirates |Roundshaw Park |Joe Gray
Flames
14:30 |Richmond Croydon Pirates
Flames
12:00 |Bracknell London Mets Finsbury Park Tim Stride
Blazers
14:30 |Bracknell London Mets
Blazers
10 Aug |12:00 |Croydon Bracknell Blazers |Westmorland Joe Gray, Glynis Trask
Pirates Park
14:30 |Croydon Bracknell Blazers
Pirates
12:00 |London Mets [Richmond Connare Field Tim Stride
Flames
14:30 |London Mets [Richmond Flames
17 Aug |12:00 |Bracknell Richmond Connare Field Brian Holland, Charles Earle
Blazers Flames
14:30 |Bracknell Richmond Flames
Blazers
12:00 |London Mets [Croydon Pirates [Roundshaw Park |Joe Gray
14:30 |London Mets |Croydon Pirates
24 Aug Rain Day
31 Aug Quarter To be decided
Finals
06 Sep Final 4 To be decided
07 Sep Final 4

Scorers can claim a fee of £10 per day plus 25p per mile travel expenses.

34



12. 2007 OFFICIAL BALL

Ransome Sporting Goods has agreed to provide baseballs for the 2008 season as part of an “official ball” deal
with the BBF. As in 2007, the ball will be the 2B-GB ball and will retail at £38.00 per dozen.

To contact Ransome Sporting Goods:

E. sales@thebaseballshop.co.uk

T. 01642-224444 or 0800-458-2442

W. www.thebaseballshop.co.uk or www.rsgsport.com
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